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Project details

Client Blumer-Lehmann AG

Architecture K&L Architekten AG

Project type Office and 

administration

Construction type Wood element 

construction, Free 

Form

Services General contractor 

services (GC)

Construction 2022-2024

Locality Gossau

Country Switzerland

  

New reception and office building at Erlenhof

The future headquarters of Blumer Lehmann will be an extraordinary timber 
construction with an eye-catching Free Form staircase. The designs for the 
new reception and office building at the headquarters in Gossau were drawn 
up by K&L Architekten.

A spacious entrance hall, a function room, a canteen with adjoining terrace 
and 180 workstations are all housed in the new reception and office building. 
The centrepiece of the impressive four-storey timber construction is the 
central Free Form staircase, which is being built in collaboration with the ICD
/IKTE institutes of the University of Stuttgart. Two-layered timber elements, 
called bilayers, give the staircase the desired curved shape. It winds its way 
upwards like a modern tree trunk and connects the four storeys with each 
other.

The facade design of the timber construction is also striking and appealing. 
Projecting balconies with vertical lesenes provide natural sun protection and 
are supplemented by timber stacking elements in areas requiring greater sun 
protection and privacy. The building’s climate is controlled by ventilation and 
night cooling and the use of ventilation flaps. Activated piles are also used to 
extract heat from the soil or to dissipate it into the soil.
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